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On Oct. 19, the US Senate voted 74 to 25 to approve language offered by Sens. Christopher Dodd
(CT-D) and Patrick Leahy (VT-D) that would withhold half of $85 million in military aid to the
Salvadoran government requested for FY1991 by the Bush administration. The amendment states
that the withheld aid would be resumed if Bush determines that the rebels have walked out of
the ongoing peace talks, or if they launch an offensive that jeopardizes the government's survival.
Senators also voted 58 to 39 against a second amendment, sponsored by Sens. Bob Graham (D-Fla.),
John McCain (R-Ariz.), and Bob Kasten (R-Wisc.), that would have required both the Salvadoran
government and rebels to accept a UN-supervised cease-fire within 60 days after the bill goes
into effect. Dodd argued on the Senate floor that the second amendment, supported by President
Bush, would hobble the effectiveness of his amendment. He said the rebels cannot be expected to
participate in a cease-fire until a negotiated political accord is reached because that was a condition
both sides agreed to early this upon entering into UN-sponsored talks. Dodd said the second
amendment could drive the rebels from the negotiating table, giving them "an excuse to drop
everything." On Oct. 21 in San Salvador, auxiliary bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez said reduction
in US military aid will lend "greater viability" to the peace talks between the government and the
rebels. However, he added, "there are ways in which the government can...annul this sanction in
practice." Opposition politicians have asserted that the government and the military could cut the
health and education budgets to compensate for reduced US aid. Rosa Chavez mentioned a letter
addressed to former US president Jimmy Carter in 1980 by Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero,
shortly before the prelate was assassinated. Romero requested that Carter terminate military aid
to El Salvador since the nation needed "beans rather than bullets." Rosa Chavez added, "If only
this prophetic voice had been heard..." State Department officials lobbied against the Dodd-Leahy
amendment. On Oct. 22, spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said, "[W]e believe it is essential that
the legislation contain balanced conditions that also give the FMLN guerrillas a strong incentive
to agree to a cease-fire and to begin to negotiate seriously...This is where the Senate bill falls
very short of what is needed in our opinion. The message sent by the Senate risks encouraging
increased violence by both the radical left and the right despite the intentions of the legislation's
authors." (Basic data from Reuter, New York Times, 10/20/90; AFP, 10/19/90, 10/21/90, 10/22/90)
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